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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 37 CFR 1.97b(3) and e(l), the attention of the Patent and 
Trademark Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It is 
respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this 
application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the "References 
Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

The patent documents listed on the attached form PTO/SB/08 under Cite Nos. AA, AB, 
AM, AN and AO, were cited in an International Search Report issued February 12, 2004, that 
issued in International Patent Application No. PCT/EP03/12742. The patent documents listed 



25401569.1 



4 under the Cite Nos. AC through AL are counterparts of a German Patent Application No. DE 

198 1 8 964 Al, which was referenced in the International Search Report. 

The undersigned hereby certifies that the items contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement were cited in the International Search Report of a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. A copy of 
the International Search Report and each document cited thereon are enclosed. 

This statement is not to be interpreted as a representation that the cited documents are 
material, that an exhaustive search has been conducted, or that no other relevant information 
exists. Nor shall the citation of any document herein be construed per se as a representation that 
such document is prior art. Moreover, Applicants understand the Examiner will make an 
independent evaluation of the cited documents. 

While the information and references disclosed in this Information Disclosure Statement 
may be "material 55 pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that any 
patent, publication or other information referred to therein is "prior art' 5 for this invention unless 
specifically designated as such. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information 
as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is 
in compliance with 37 CFR 1.98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the listed 
references. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, 
asserted to be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in 
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•I this application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 50-0624, under Order No. NY-HUBR 

1253-US. 

Respectfully submitted 
FULBRIGHT & JAWORSKI L.L.P. 



By. 



mes R. Crawford 
leg. No. 39,155 



666 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York 10103 

(212)318-3148 
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